


1A. Students who have significant difficulty with learning academic content and require instruction that 
is designed by clustering grade-level standards into life-applied units of study with intensive 
accommodations for access. Students who require significantly modified curriculum and instruction and 
likely unable to apply or generalize skills outside the classroom setting. Students who may be unable to 
clearly express wants and needs and may not seem to understand the messages conveyed by others. 
Students who likely require maximum adult assistance to communicate, students who require layers of 
supports (accommodations, scaffolding and assistive technologies) to follow directions and daily routine 
activities. 

1B. The student’s IEP requires Specially Designed Instruction that is standards-based and also includes 
life-applied grade-level learning; the student requires extensive accommodations and modifications. 

1C. Students whose IEPs outline intensive individualized supports, accommodations and modifications 
and materials beyond those that are presented in Tennessee’s Accomodations Manual to meet the 
cognitive and physical task demands of instruction and assessment. These additional supports address 
the communication, motor and/or sensory needs of the learner and provide the learner opportunities to 
show what he or she knows and can do. 

2. Gather data on the characteristics of students participating in the alternate assessment and critically 
examine the state definition of “students with the most significant cognitive disabilities” for determining 
whether a student should participate in the alternate assessment. . Provide professional development 
for IEP team members and other educators on the nature of the alternate assessment and who should 
participate in it. 

3. Provide information sessions for parents of students with disabilities so that they can participate in 
the IEP decision-making process about the assessment in which their child participates. The decision 
about which assessment a student participates in has major implications, yet parents often do not have 
the information needed to confidently participate in the IEP decision-making process. Information 
sessions for parents can help them better understand the state’s assessment options, and enable them 
to be more informed IEP team members. Understanding participation guidelines, the characteristics of 
the alternate assessment, what the participation experience is like, and possible accessibility features 
and accommodations options that might enable their child to participate in the general assessment will 
enable them to better advocate for their child. 




